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What Does the Deportation of Illegal Immigrants Mean For American 
Social Welfare?
Statistics on the topic of Illegal 
Immigrants in the United States
By: Cade Reed
● There were 3.3 million mixed-status households in the 
United States in 2014.
● 6 million US-born citizens share 3 million households 
with undocumented residents (mostly their parents). Of 
these US-born citizens, 5.7 million are children (under 
age 18).
● 2.9 million undocumented residents were 14 years old or 
younger when they were brought to the United States.
● Three-quarters of a million undocumented residents are 
self-employed, having created their own jobs and in the 
process, creating jobs for many others.
● A total of 1.3 million, or 13 percent of the undocumented 
over age 18, have college degrees.
● Of those with college degrees, two-thirds, or 855,000, 
have degrees in four fields: engineering, business, 
communications, and social sciences.
● Six million undocumented residents, or 55 percent of the 
total, speak English well, very well, or only English.
● The unemployment rate for the undocumented was 6.6 
percent, the same as the national rate in January 2014.
● Seventy-three percent had incomes at or above the 
poverty level.
● Sixty-two percent have lived in the United States for 10 
years or more.
● Their median household income was $41,000, about 
$12,700 lower than the national figure of $53,700 in 2014 
(US Census Bureau 2015).
Policy Proposals
Make current illegal immigrants US citizens and increase 
border security
This alternative gives current illegal immigrants the opportunity 
to obtain citizenship. These immigrants would still have to 
follow the procedures of the current naturalization process, but 
they would be given a grace period to complete their citizenship 
requirements without the fear of being deported. In addition, 
the required security measures would be taken to effectively 
secure the border (as explained above).
Institute a completely open border between Mexico and the 
United States
This alternative allows both US citizens as well as Mexican 
citizens to cross the US/Mexican border freely. For the 
purposes of this model, we are assuming that there would still 
be a basic customs procedure in place; however citizens of both 
countries could choose to live and work in either place.
Help develop Mexican economy
This alternative states the United States government would 
invest money and resources to help build and strengthen the 
Mexican economy. The theory behind this alternative is that 
with the Mexican economy better able to support their people, 
less of them will migrate to the US thus decreasing the negative 
effects that illegal immigrants impose on the US economy.
•Guest worker program
This alternative states that illegal immigrants can reside in the 
US as long as they have proof of employment and are 
registered with the guest worker program. No additional 
security measures would be instituted.
